Making the Donation Decision

Registering as an Organ, Eye and Tissue Donor:

The State of Ohio established the Ohio Donor Registry on July 1, 2002.  The registry serves as an individual’s first-person advance directive to give the “Gift of Life” after death, if possible, through organ, eye and/or tissue donation. 
An individual may register as a donor in the Ohio Donor Registry one of three ways:

1. At the Bureau of Motor Vehicles

2. Online at www.donatelifeohio.org
3. Through the mail by completing a registration form, available here: http://www.donatelifeohio.org/Donor_Registry_Form.pdf 
A simple “yes” is your authorization to recover any organs, tissues or corneas for transplantation, therapy, research or education.  The on-line registry and the mail-in registry form allow an Ohioan to restrict their donation to the organs, tissues or corneas they wish to donate and/or the purposes for which their donations may be used. (For example, a person can indicate they wish to donate organs only and/or that the organs can only be used for transplant.)  The on-line site or the paper form can also be used to remove yourself from the registry.
The Ohio Donor Registry database is maintained by the Ohio Bureau of Motor Vehicles and is only accessible to the state’s organ, tissue and eye recovery agencies.  At the time of death, if donation is medically possible, an individual’s advance donation directive is retrieved and followed.
The Need for Donors:

More than 104,000 Americans, including 3,000 Ohioans, are waiting for a live-saving organ transplant and thousands more need the healing gift of tissue.  A little over 50 percent of Ohioans have registered as donors, not nearly enough to meet the demand.  Each day 18 men, women and children die waiting for a transplant.  An Ohioan dies every other day waiting.
You have the power to give the “Gift of Life” and leave a lasting legacy by saying “yes” to organ and tissue donation.    Each registered donor has the potential to save eight lives through organ donation and enhance up to 50 lives through tissue donation.
The Donation Process:

Hospitals are required by law to notify their local organ procurement organization (OPO) to report a death.  The OPO coordinator will evaluate the patient’s medical suitability for organ and tissue donation.  If the individual is a potential donor, the OPO will access the Ohio Donor Registry to check the decedent’s donor status.  If the individual did not register as a donor, the next-of-kin will be asked to make the donation decision.
Organs that can be donated:  heart, lungs (2), liver, kidneys (2), pancreas, small intestine.  Organs are allocated to patients on the National Transplant Waiting List based on severity of illness, location, size, and blood and tissue type.
Tissues that can be donated: skin, bone, ligaments, tendons, fascia, veins, heart valves and corneas.  Tissue is processed and distributed to help heal burns, injuries and more.
Organ and tissue donation is handled just like any other surgical procedure.  Donors are treated with the utmost respect and donation is completely confidential.  
Commonly Asked Questions:
Will doctors work to save my life if they know I’m an organ donor?
The doctors working to save your life have nothing to do with donation or transplantation.  The option of donation is considered only after a person has been declared dead.

Does my religion support donation?

All major religions in the U.S. support donation.  Many consider it the ultimate act of charity.  If you have any questions, consult your religious organization.
Am I too old to donate?

No. Anyone of any age has the potential to be a donor. You are never too old to be considered for donation. Organs may be donated by a senior citizen or someone as young as a newborn baby.
 What if I’ve been sick, can I still be a donor?
At the time of death, trained organ recovery coordinators will review your medical history to determine what might be used for donation.  Recent advances in transplantation have allowed more people to become eligible donors.  For example: people with diabetes can donate, people who have had cancer, but are cancer-free, can be donors and even people with poor eyesight can donate their corneas.
Will it cost my family anything if I donate?

No. The donor's family neither pays for, nor receives payment for organ and tissue donation. Hospital expenses incurred before the donation of organs in attempts to save the donor's life, as well as funeral expenses, remain the responsibility of the donor's family. All costs related to donation are paid by the organ/tissue recovery agencies or the transplant center.
How will donation affect my funeral plans?

The recovery of organs and tissues is conducted in an operating room under the direction of qualified surgeons and neither disfigures the body nor changes the way it looks in a casket.  Donation should not delay funeral arrangements.
For more information, or to register as an organ and tissue donor, visit: www.donatelifeohio.org.  Local resources include:
 Eye Banks
Central Ohio Lion's Eye Bank (Central & Southeastern)
262 Neil Ave # 140 
Columbus, OH 43215 
Phone: 614-545-2057 
http://www.coleb.org 
Cincinnati Eye Bank (Southwest)
4015 Executive Park Drive Suite 330 
Cincinnati, OH 45241 
Phone: 513-861-3716 
http://www.cintieb.org 
Cleveland Eye Bank (Northeast)
11100 Euclid Avenue 
Cleveland, OH 44106-1716 
Phone: 216-844-3937 
http://www.clevelandeyebank.org 
Lion's Eye Bank of West Central Ohio (Southwest)
1945 Southtown Blvd # E 
Dayton, OH 45439 
Phone: 937-396-1000 
http://www.lebwcoonline.org 
Organ Procurement Organizations
LifeBanc (Northeast)
20600 Chagrin Boulevard Suite 350 
Cleveland, OH 44122-5434 
Phone: 216-752-5433 
http://www.lifebanc.org 
LifeCenter Organ Donor Network (Southwest)
2925 Vernon Place Suite 300 
Cincinnati, OH 45219 
Phone: 513-558-5555 
http://www.lifepassiton.org 
Life Connection of Ohio (Central & Southeastern)
40 Wyoming Street 
Dayton, OH 45409 
Phone: 937-223-8223 
Toll Free: 800-535-9206 
http://www.lifeconnectionofohio.org 
Life Connection of Ohio (Northwest)
3661 Briarfield Blvd. Suite 105 
Maumee, OH 43537 
Phone: 419-893-1618 
Toll Free: 800-262-5443 
http://www.lifeconnectionofohio.org 
Lifeline of Ohio (Central & Southeastern)
770 Kinnear Road Suite 200 
Columbus, OH 43212 
Phone: 614-291-5667 
Toll Free: 800-525-5667 
http://www.lifelineofohio.org 
Tissue Recovery Agencies
Community Tissue Services (Southwest)
349 South Main Street 
Dayton, OH 45402 
Phone: 937-222-0228 
Toll Free: 800-684-7783 
http://www.communitytissue.org 
Community Tissue Services (Northwest)
2736 N Holland-Sylvania Road 
Toledo, OH 43615 
Phone: 419-536-4924 
Toll Free: 866-684-7783 
http://www.communitytissue.org 
